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This definitively decided everything. Cowardly
Republican leaders left the masses at the last minute
in the lurch. The Catholic trade unions were too
small to act; and without the masses Schleicher would
not march.

He, too, like the trade union leaders, now capitu-
lated. Hindenburg, moreover, had already heard
about the plans for a coup d'etat. He was ready to give
Hitler the post of Chancellor in a National cabinet.
Twice he had turned him away ; this time, when
Hitler's star was already on the wane, he gave him
the post. The industrialists and the great landowners
had won.

Goebbels describes in his diary how Goring came to
the Kaiserhof Hotel and told him the joyful news.
" The upright soldier Goring, with the heart of a
child," so Goebbels calls him, " brought his leader
the most joyful message in his whole life."

With tear-filled eyes the fighters clasp one another's
hands. Goring was the hero of the day ; they had to
thank him for more than they could express. Hitler
was now Chancellor of the Reich; the Nazi Party
was in power. The great hour was now come. For
years they had been fighting for power. When they
no longer were daring to hope for success, this fell
into their hands.

None had been found to defend democracy; the
dictatorship was brought in from above, to protect the
industrialists and great landowners.

Hitler, the former anti-capitalist, became the servant
of capitalism. The tragedy of Germany was beginning*
Soon the terror stalked the land, the spirit and culture
disappeared. Brute strength fettered, for the hun-